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Introduction into Parliament of the Customs Amendment
(Export Controls and Other Measures) Bill 2011

The Minister for Home Affairs, the Hon Brendan O’Connor MP, introduced the Customs
Amendment (Export Controls and Other Measures) Bill 2011 into Parliament on 23 March 2011.
The measures in the Bill form part of the Australian Government’s initiatives to increase the
level of security in ports, airports and cargo storage facilities.

The Bill amends the Customs Act 1901 and the Customs Depot Licensing Charges Act 1997.

The Bill's primary focus is to strengthen Customs and Border Protection controls over export
cargo. The Bill will enhance Customs and Border Protection’s ability to respond to specific
security concerns and to detect and respond to high-risk export cargo.

The Bill implements the outcomes of a joint Department of Infrastructure and Transport and
Customs and Border Protection review of the legal provisions and administrative framework of
licensed depots and warehouses and Regulated Air Cargo Agents, and it responds to
recommendations made in the ANAO report ‘Customs’ Cargo Management Re-engineering
Project’.

The Bill and its Explanatory Memorandum are available on the Australian Parliament
House website at http://www.aph.gov.au/bills/index.htm.
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