
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION  
NOTICE NO. 2011/20 

Proposed statistical code changes to the Customs Tariff  

On 13th May 2011, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) released an information paper 
regarding proposed changes to a number of statistical codes in the Customs Tariff.  These changes 
will apply from 1 January 2012.   

HS2012 Statistical Code Changes 

The information paper outlines the statistical code changes to the Customs Tariff resulting from the 
World Customs Organization fourth review of the International Convention on the Harmonized 
Commodity Description and Coding System.  It provides a comparative view of the existing and 
proposed 2012 hierarchical structure of the Customs Tariff by chapter, and a correspondence 
between the 2007 and 2012 versions of the Customs Tariff at the 10-digit level.  The changes to 
statistical codes that relate to the HS2012 changes are for advice only and are not subject to 
consultation. 

ABS Review of Statistical Codes  

The paper also provides information on changes that result from a review of statistical codes 
undertaken by the ABS to ensure that the codes remain relevant to the needs of a wide range of 
users.  Clients may provide feedback on the proposed statistical code changes or draft 
correspondences that result from this review. 

The following ABS website contains detailed information on how to make submissions on the 
changes:  

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/ProductsbyCatalogue/E758E4A67C24E440CA25788E001816E8?
OpenDocument 

The ABS also invites clients to submit any feedback on the previously released draft Australian 
Harmonized Export Commodity Codes (AHECC) - particularly with regard to statistical code 
changes.  You can find information about the AHECC changes at the following web address:  

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/5368.0.55.015Main+Features12012?OpenDocument 

Enquiries 

You should direct any enquiries or feedback on the proposed statistical code changes to: 

Mr Andrew Gibbs 

Classification Manager 

Balance of Payments and International Trade 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 

Phone (02) 6252 5409 or email: andrew.gibbs@abs.gov.au 
 

 
 
(signed) 
Anthony Seebach 
National Manager 
Trade Services  
18 May 2011 


