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Changes to the Australian Harmonized Export Commodity 

Classification (AHECC) effective 1 January 2012  
 
Periodically the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) updates the Australian Harmonized Export 
Commodity Classification (AHECC). These changes can result from requests from users or 
exporters, revised Government reporting requirements or improvements to the overall quality of 
the classification.  
 
The 2012 version of the AHECC incorporates changes resulting from the World Customs 
Organisation fourth review of the Harmonized System, including changes to headings and 
subheadings and also the results of a general review of statistical codes. 
 
The new AHECC for export goods will take effect on 1 January 2012. 
 
The 2012 version of the AHECC is available on the ABS website free of charge. It can be 
accessed using the following link: 
 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/1233.0Jan%202012?OpenDocument  
 
or go to the ABS website www.abs.gov.au then type 1233.0 in the search field and click on the 
first match. To access the 2012 version use the “Download” tab. 
 
For exports departing before 1 January 2012, the 2007 version of the AHECC (accessible from 
the following link) will continue to be used: 
 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/allprimarymainfeatures/D6CA01C166371601CA2
578F10014B745?opendocument 
 
 
"Information paper: Changes to AHECC and Customs Tariff, 2012 (Cat. no 5368.0.55.017)" has 
been released on the ABS website. The paper contains the background to the major update to 
the Australian Harmonized Export Commodity Classification (AHECC) and Customs Tariff 
classification as a result of the Harmonized System 2012, it also includes results from recent 
ABS reviews of statistical codes and free standing descriptors (FSD).  
 
The information paper also contains the following correspondence:   

• codes ceasing on 31 December 2011 and those commencing on 1 January 2012 for the 
AHECC (Table 1) and the Customs tariff (Table 2).  

 
• AHECC codes and Standard International Trade Classification Revision 4 (SITC r4); 

Australia and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification, 2006 (ANZSIC 2006); 
Broad Economic Categories (BEC); Unit of Quantity (UQ); and FSD.  

 



• Customs Tariff and SITC r4, ANZSIC 2006, BEC, and Balance of Payments Broad 
Economic Categories (BOPBEC), UQ and FSD. 

 
The paper is available on the ABS website www.abs.gov.au 
 
Enquires about this ACN should be directed to the Classification and Confidentiality Manager at 
the ABS, on (02) 6252 5409 or by email international.trade@abs.gov.au. 
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