
What are they?

Abortion inducing substances, also known as abortifacients, 
are substances that aid in inducing abortion/termination of 
pregnancy. These goods are available in a number of different 
forms including pharmaceutical and herbal preparations. Some 
of the more common names of these goods include but are not 
limited to: 

•	 RU-486

•	 Mifepristone

•	 Milofian

•	 Miffee 

What are the restrictions?

Abortifacients are restricted under Regulation 5H, Schedule 8 
(Item 1) of the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956. 
Therefore the importation of these substances is prohibited 
unless written approval has been granted by the Minister for 
Health and Ageing or an authorised person. An import permit 
must be obtained prior to the arrival of these goods in Australia.

Why are these restrictions in 
place?

The restrictions are in place as the goods are considered 
dangerous to health, being toxic or poisonous if used incorrectly. 

How is permission sought?

The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) is the responsible 
agency for considering requests to import abortifacients. 
Information for importers/exporters of therapeutic products and 
contact details can be found on the TGA website or by phoning 
1800 020 653.

Further information on substances controlled under Customs 
legislation, licensing and permit requirements is available from 
the Department of Health and Ageing website. 
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http://www.tga.gov.au/impexp/index.htm
http://www.tga.gov.au
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/treaties-and-compliance

