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Dear Sir/Madam

Comment on the Productivity Commission Inquiry Report No. 48 into to Australia’s
Anti-dumping and Countervailing System

Thank you for the opportunity to make written comments on the Inquiry Report No. 48 into to
Australia’s Anti-dumping and Countervailing System prepared by the Productivity
Commission.

1. Our General Position

From our perspective, the basic underlying reason for the existence of antidumping and
countervailing provisions is to provide a level playing field and to redress the short and long
term effects of subsidies and predatory and anti-competitive behaviour in addition to the
short-to-medium term effects of surplus product dumping in times of industry over-capacity.

The WTO agreement prevents these acts from being specifically prohibited by law as they
would be if they took place between two Australian companies and prevents civil action for
damages by injured companies.

It is important to all of Australian manufacturing industry that the meagre provisions of
Australia’s WTO compliant anti-dumping and countervailing system are not further watered
down as they already provide much less protection and right of redress than would be the
case if the same anti-competitive acts took place between two Australian companies.

We endorse the more comprehensive response provided by our industry association, A3P,
on behalf of ourselves and other pulp and paper industry members and wish to add the
following comments which represent our particular issues of interest.

2. Australian Paper’s Interest in the Anti-Dumping & Countervailing System

Australian Paper manufactures both uncoated printing and writing papers (including copy
paper, envelope paper, scholastic paper, printing paper and specialty papers) and packaging
and industrial papers from predominantly Australian materials. Outside of mining and
agriculture, it is one of Australia’s few major regionally based industries.













